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Wetland Observations:

Objective: To investigate a wetland to observe one of the important functions of wetlands: Habitat.

Guiding Question: What species are using our local wetland as habitat?

Observe your wetlands through the seasons to investigate what plants, birds and mammals use your wetland as their home.  The following activities encourage your students to observe closely using sight and sound. 

Activities:

1.  Seeing Marsh Plants Through Color (Any season- great to do a seasonal comparison)

 
See below for directions.

2.  Sound Map (Any season- great to do a seasonal comparison) – see below for directions.

3.  Sound Map Classroom Follow up and discussion:

1. Where did you hear the most sounds?

2. Did you hear any sounds that surprised you?

3. Are there more sounds in the wetland or in the upland?

4. What types of sounds did you hear?

5. Can you tell if there were more than one kind of bird species in the wetland?

6.  Could you identify any of the birds found in your wetland?
Suggested Follow up: Contact a Mass Audubon Sanctuary near you to learn about bird identification programs/materials they offer.  www.massaudubon.org

You can inform students that many birders use their ears for knowing what kinds of birds are present in an ecosystem.  You can follow up with bird tapes to learn birds if you have awakened an interest in some of your students.

4. Mammal Tracking (Best to do this in the winter) Go out to observe what animals are using your wetland in the winter.  What track patterns do you see?  See if you can identify what mammals are using the wetland.  

5. Follow up discussion: What species might increase if purple loosestrife is reduced? 

Are there any rare/endangered species found in your wetland?

Suggested Follow up: Contact a Mass Audubon Sanctuary near you to learn about mammal tracking programs they offer.  www.massaudubon.org

Materials:

Paper, colored pencils or crayons, clipboards, 

Mammal Tracking Field Guides

Seeing Marsh Plants Through Color

By Kristen Whiting Grant

 Summary: Observe a local wetland in different seasons. Notice color changes. Observe the wetland is composed of different kinds of plants by recognizing the distinct colors of these plants.

Length of time: 30 minutes or so.

Objectives: Through this activity, participants will

· Become familiar with landscape painting by focusing their attention on the colors in the wetland.

· Recognize and discuss the plants of the wetland by focusing their attention on the colors of the wetland. 

· Translate their observations of marsh colors into an understanding of the different wetland species by walking into/near the wetland and noting their different characteristics.

Skills: Observation, communication, documentation/visual expression; exploration; analysis; characterization.

Motivator:  Looking out at the wetland, does anybody see a beautiful deep orange-brown color? (Note: colors may vary according to season.)

Materials: 
Visuals of Monet’s landscapes



Clipboards

Colored pencils or crayons, and trays or bags to hold them
Drawing paper

Guidelines:

Class works together to share observations

Each participant creates his/her own landscape drawing of the wetland.

Fall (or Spring) Observations:  

· Find a spot in the upland where you can look out for a good view of the wetland.  Ask participants to take a seat.  After the motivator ask participants to point out a color in the marsh and describe what it its. (Ex. Orange-brown at the base of those grasses in the middle of the marsh.) 

· Explain to the participants that making observations is what a painter does before s/he creates a landscape painting.  Show reproductions of landscapes by Claude Monet, pointing out subtle shades of color found in his works.  Having developed this skill for observing subtle differences in color, tell the participants that they are ready to become landscape artists themselves. Remind participants not to try to draw every blade of grass, but to look for large areas of color and try to capture those colors on paper. 

· Pass out clipboards with paper to each participant, and pencils, or crayons.  Let participants know they will have 10-15 minutes to draw.  You will let them know when time is up.  As they work, ask questions: “Why are we seeing all those colors? What creates all these different colors in the wetland? These could range from theories such as light and shadow, old grass and new grass, to different plant species. 

· Have students share their drawing with a partner.  Invite students to share with the group something they observed while doing the sketch. 

· Tell students to go exploring the wetland to find out what those colors come from. (But do not pick!)

Name _____________________________

Date ______________________________

Wetland Colors

Observe the wetland in front of you with an artistic eye. Using colored pencils or crayons, draw the natural features of the area, capturing the different shades of color of the wetland.  Add as much detail as possible: focusing on the different colors, rather than on every blade of grass.  (Suggested time: 10-15 minutes).

Sound Map (c) 1989 by Joseph Cornell
Detailed instructions are found on http://www.sharingnature.com/Focus.html
From  Sharing Nature with Children II, formerly Sharing the Joy of Nature,
Put an x in the center of this paper. That represents your location. 

[image: image1.wmf]Listen for 10 minutes to the sounds around you. Create a symbol to represent each sound. For example you might draw 

To represent thunder and lightning.  Draw the symbol on the map in the place you heard it (in front of you, to the side, etc) .
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