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Suggested Purple Loosestrife Resources

1. www.mass.gov/czm/wrp/projects_pages/loosestrife.htm
This web page describes the Massachusetts Wetlands Restoration Program's Purple Loosestrife Biocontrol Project, and the links provide more detailed information for people who may be interested in participating in the Project.  This is where to go for mapping beetle damage in Massachusetts.

2. http://www.invasiveplants.net
This is the website of Bernd Blossey, the scientist behind the protocols we are using.  He is from the Department of Natural Resources, Cornell University, Ithaca New York.

Within that there is the monitoring protocol:

a. http://www.invasiveplants.net/monitoring/pl_Protocol.asp

Background on ecological damage, geographical distribution, history of biological control and more:

b. http://www.invasiveplants.net/InvasivePlants/PurpleLoosestrife/PurpleLoosestrife.asp
3.  Sites with information on Impact on wildlife: 

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/PurpleLoosestrife/purplels.asp
http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/pubs/plantsci/weeds/w1132w.htm
http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/waterres/smlakes/winter98.htm
http://www.springerlink.com/content/m8l203167uv7037k/
Another site with info/control techniques on loosestrife & other invasive plants 
4. http://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu
5. http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/plants/loosstrf/index.htm
United States Geological Survey (USGS)  Spread, Impact, and Control of Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) in North American Wetlands
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Scientific Articles

6. Scientific Article: Impact and management of purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) in North America  Click here to Open: Entire document
7. http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/waterq/wetlands/docs/wl_loosestrife-report.pdf
Vermont DEC: gives a detailed account of VT's efforts with loosestrife biocontrol
8. Scientific article about Galerucella host specificity (Kaufman and Landis 2000).  Beetle's effect on wild & ornamental plants besides purple loosestrife: http://www.landislab.ent.msu.edu/documents/PDF%20Pubs/Host%20Specificity%20Testing%20Galerucella.pdf  (Host specificity:  the quality of being specific to a particular organism.  These scientists are researching the question does the Galerucella beetle only eat purple loosestrife? )

Beetle Rearing Resources
9. Beetle Rearing Guide: Minnesota Coop. Extension website for Galerucella rearing:
http://www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/horticulture/DG7080.html
Provides education on biological control and presents a step-by-step guide to rearing leaf-feeding beetles for biological control of purple loosestrife. For master gardeners, county Ag/Hort educators, and sustainable management homeowners.  $2.00

10. . Biological Control Purple Loosestrife Beetle Farmer Information
The UCONN beetle farmer website has great information on beetle rearing. Please note: Massachusetts has differences in permitting and monitoring protocols between states.  http://www.hort.uconn.edu/IPM/general/biocntrl/beetlefarm/beetlfarmmain.htm
11. A great source of photos of invasives and the Galerucella beetles.

http://www.invasive.org  The Source for Information and Images of Invasive & Exotic Species

This site has free images you can download and use in educational materials.
Curriculum Resources:

12. 1.  The Purple Pages From  the Michigan State Purple Loosestrife project.    A number of their activities are available online.   http://www.miseagrant.umich.edu/pp/activities.html
They have one activity on testing allelopathy (The inhibition of growth in one species of plants by chemicals produced by another species.) of wetland plants.

http://www.miseagrant.umich.edu/pp/ch_orders.htm
Anyone interested in controlling invasive purple loosestrife now has a comprehensive publication to guide them - The Cooperator's Handbook. Its learning activities focus on wetland stewardship, habitat protection, and biological control of this invasive nuisance species. The Cooperator's Handbook features five sections which can be purchased individually or as a complete set.

Section 1 Cooperator Essentials
Section 2 Rearing and Releasing Loosestrife's Natural Enemies
Section 3 Secondary School Activity Set
Section 4 Upper Elementary Lessons - Teacher's Guide $25 Complete Set
13. “See Cella Chow!:  A Purple Loosestrife Biological Control Manual for Educators”  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/es/science/publications/ss981_2003.htm
Mapping Resources:

14. http://earth.google.com/
Google Earth combines the power of Google Search with satellite imagery, maps, terrain and 3D buildings to put the world's geographic information at your fingertips.  Fly to your site. Just type in an address, press Search, and you’ll zoom right in.   You can use their measuring tools to estimate the size of your site.

Wetland Plant Identification Resources:

15. Magee, Dennis W. 1981. Freshwater wetlands: A guide to common indicator plants of the Northeast. Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts Press.

16. Redington, Charles B. Redington Field Guides To Biological Interactions: Plants In Wetlands, Dubuque, Iowa:  Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company 1994. 
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