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Lessoning Loosestrife

VOCABULARY P. 1

aspirator: A tool using suction.  We use aspirators to collect beetles in the field without harming them.

abutters: (In this case) people who live next door to the wetland and applicant.

biodiversity: Number and variety of living organisms; includes genetic diversity, species diversity, and ecological diversity

biocontrol or biological control: The use of natural enemies to reduce the damage caused by a pest population, such as an invasive plant.

branch: Part of a plant stem (subdivision of a stem) that originates at least 5 cm above the ground.  

bylaw: 1.  Law made by a city or town for the control of its own affairs.  2.  A secondary law or rule, not one of the main rules.  

criteria: A rule or standard for making a judgment.

estuary: A broad mouth of a river, into which the tide flows.

evapotranspiration rate A value given to help determine the rate at which plants lose water through evaporation.

decomposition rate: The speed at which the decomposition occurs, called the "rate of decomposition", depends on the temperature, moisture and chemical composition of the organic matter.

floodplain:  An area of land bordering a river and made of sediment carried by the stream and deposited during floods.

Galerucella beetles: The most common biocontrol agents used for controlling purple loosestrife.

indicators: Things that show or are a sign of.

inflorescences: The portion of the stem above and including the lowest flower bud.  Even if only one flower bud is present, it is counted as an inflorescence.  

intermittent: Stopping and beginning again.  (Streams are often intermittent seasonally, running during the spring as snow melts, drying up in the summer.)

inundated: Flooded.

VOCABULARY P. 2

invasive species  Invasive alien species are plants, animals, or other organisms that are introduced to a given area outside their original range and cause harm in their new home. Because they have no natural enemies to limit their reproduction, they usually spread rampantly. Invasive alien species are recognized as one of the leading threats to biodiversity and impose enormous costs to agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and other human enterprises, as well as to human health.

larva: The newly hatched, wingless, often wormlike form of many insects.

magnitude: Great importance and effect.  Size.

mitigate: Make less severe.

monitoring: The act of observing something and  keeping a record of it.

ordinance: A rule or law, especially one adopted and enforced by a local authority.

percent cover. Percent cover is a measure of influence, how much space a plant is taking up.  Measured as the percent of a defined area that an individual plant type occupies when observed from above.  

pupa: A developing insect inside a cocoon.

pore water: The water filling the spaces between grains of sediment.

quadrat:  The basic sampling unity for vegetation surveys, also called a monitoring plot.  We will use 1 meter square quadrats to monitor purple loosestrife.
statutory interests: Public interests protected by a law or “statute”, in the case of wetlands, the 8 reasons people value wetlands.

stem: Main axis of a plant that originates from the ground or within 5 cm of the ground.  May have secondary branches.

vernal pools:  Temporary ponds that fill up with water in the spring as a result of snowmelt, and spring rains and then dry up in the summer. They are important amphibian habitats.

wetland: A place where the soil is very wet and the habitat is part land, part water. Marshes, swamps, bogs and fens are different types of wetlands. Wetlands provide food and shelter to many kinds of animals.

zoning: The building restrictions in an area of a city or town.  
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